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: Time ‘Is Short

The battle over the budget in Washington D.C. is
being waged for political advantage. That’s always
the case but unfortunately, these budget battles have
animpact on people who have little effect on the

battle.

In Des Moines, the impact will be felt by students
being served by federally funded programs. Here are
carrent estimates of the reductions for Des Moines;

Title 1: House version - $640,000 (17%) Senate

version - $414.000 (11.7%), Head Start: House

~ version - $92.000 Senate version - $60,000, 94-
° 142: House veision - $169.000 Senate version -
$109,000,

These estimates are for the first year. As the plan
. reaches its 7th year, the cuts will be devastating.
Also remember- that the programs listed above are not
the only federal programs in Des Moines.

' Weneed your help in sending a message to Congress _

that these programs must not be axed. Here are

* numbers and FAX numbers of the political leaders

who should listen. Decisions will be made within
days. ‘
284-4937

Senator Tom Harkm
FAX 284-4937
_Senator Charlies Grassley  284-4890
o o "FAX 284-4069
Rep. Greg Ganske 284-4634

, FAX 280-1412
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Bargaining Starts in Late January” =~ S | .
: ' o " “Thanks to all who participated by responding to the

The District and the DMEA have agreed to oppn DMEA survey on Safety. Basically, you told us that

bargaining for the 1996-97 Master Contract
amendments on January 31, 1996. We have set a
schedule that could lead to voluntary agreements in
éarly to mid-Aprif. An early date is possible but if
impasse exists, the contracts would be ﬁnahzed even
later than the April projection.

The DMEA bargains for the associates and secretaries
as well as certificated employees. The same timeline
applies to all three contracts.

The State Legislature set the allowable growth rate

for 1996-97 at 3.3%. They set the rate last year.

This is the first time in several years we know the
rate when bargaining hegins.

* Des Moines has increased enrollment this year so the
actual growth rate for Des Moines is 4.8% or about
5.6 million in new dollars. Des Moines also has a
healthy unspent balance from previous years. We
will keep you posted.
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December 1995
' Stanley Amendment; Again

The Towa Legislature returns next month. Like
clockwork, that also means the return of the Stanley
Amendment. This constitutional amendment would
limit revenue growth for Iowa Government, including
School Districts, to levels that would severely

damage services.

The House passed it last year. The Senate could take
it up this year. If the Senate passes it this year, it
must be passed a second time in another 2-year
legislative session. [t must then be approved by the

voters. -

It is radical and confusmg The best time to stop it
is early. That means during the 1996 session. The
Senate vote this coming year will be very-close.

There is good news. ISEA reports in their last

- INSIGHT that “Recent polling data reveals
- declining support for adding a revenue
-~ limitation formula to Iowa’s constitution.

~ A statewide survey of 821 reglstered voters

conducted September 22-25 revealed

o opposition to adding further spending

restrictions to lowa’s constitution because
of cutbacks in funding by the federal
government. The voters said they would
prefer to let legislators and local elected
officials determine funding Ievels irather
than using a constitutional formula.”.

SAFETY

you felt relatively safe at your work site but that
specific issues were troublesome. 'Ihese mclude

1. A lack of informa‘tion about transfer -
" students

2. Unlimifed and uncontrolled access to the
building .

3. Required home visits

4. Unhealthy conditions in rooms and/or
buildings

5. Assanlis on employees

We learned other things froni the survey. The
bargaining team will pursue sohitions. _
LOBBY DAYS

January 24
February 21
March 27
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« The Martin Luther King Holiday will again include -

~ a celebration for employees of Dr. King’s life:and

contributions. This year’s program will be at

Lincoln High on January 15th beginning with a

continental breakfast at 7:15 with the program
" following at 8-9 a.m. The balance of the day for
employees will be spent in the building doing
collaborative work, staff development or individual
work. Each building is to develop its own plan for
the day and could mclude a combination of the above
aclivities.

« We continue to keep a summary of the'new. Special
Education rules for Iowa at the office and will provide
it for any member who calls. We also have an NEA
document titled “Providing Health Services to
Students with Disabilities.” A call will also get you
that excellent summary. . _

. ISEA Scholars]np apphcauons are available in the
DMEA office to sons and daughters of DMEA/ISEA

‘members who have completed 60 hours in a teacher ,l

preparation program. Call now for information.
- Deadline for applicants is February 1, 1996. -

» We need Voluriteers to serve on the Vision 2005
Speakers Buréau. Training for the participants will
be December 11th from 6:30 - 7:30 p.i, and on
December 14th from 3:30 to 4:30 pan. Both will be
~at Samuelson.

Sharing is Caring

The Salvation Army dépends on volunteer donations
to help betier serve the Des Moines Community..

Each year DMEA members have generously made
conttibutions through a building collection. Building
Faculty Réps should deliver contributions to the
DMEA office before December 20th: John or Kris
will deliver DMEA coiitributions to the Christmas
Headquarters of The Salvation Army.

Membership

‘We reported last issue that DMEA has

experienced a substantial membership increase.
The following is the list of buildings with an
increase and the identify of our Faculty Rep Chair.

~ Well done and welcome to all new members.

East Bob Collins
Lincoln Jim Wickham
Central Campus jim Patch
Scavo Julie Pederson
Brody Jacquie Powers
Harding Martha Cumpton
Hiatt - Pat Gronewold
Meredith Meilin Papenheim
Weeks Tom Huber .

- Adams Pat Tschantz
Cattell Alice Boyd
Findley Carmeh Winters
Greenwood Cindy Roerig = - -
Jackson Janean Faux
King ‘Linda Young
Lovejoy Jerry Bell
Madison, .. - . Ann Beetner
Mc Kee " Jane Boyce
Mc Kinley Hance Throckmorton
Monroe- Chris Jordan -
Moore Shirley Daniels
Oak Park Ann Ewing
Orchard Place Melanie Giiffith
Phillips Susan Kotécki
Smouse - Kristi Wickre .
Stowe Rachelle Coomes

~Studebaker Amy Arts
Wallace Diane Cronin
Watrous Mike Jones.
Wocodlawn - Karen Gross
Wright Paula Hemmann
December Calemndar
14 ExecutiveBoard 4 p.m. DMEA

Jan. 4 Executive Board 4 pm. DMEA
Jan. 8 Governmental Affairs 4 p.m. DMEA

The BMEG office will be tloged
buring the Wlinter Break beginning
December 22 through Fanoacy 2.




