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"LAST CHANCE'"

The DMEA is temporanly settmg aside other issues so that all'of us can concentrate on. ‘passage of the
- sales tax-referendumi on November 23rd. DMEA Faculty- Representatwes have unammousiy _
- endorsed. passage as they dld during the first two efforts

Ouyx’ suburban colleagues have alse endorsed the effort.. Together, the DMEA and the PoIk -
‘Suburban Uniserv-Unit represent over 4000 members. That is a significant block of voters. But we
all need to do more. Members need also to velu‘nteer for additional actlwt;es to-convince other

‘voters ' s ' C o R

Thls will hkely be the last opportumty to approve the sales tax mcrease thhout approval the, :

district will tarn to the sale of bonds.  Those electlons requlre 60% approval cost huge amounts’ in “

’ intetest, and Wﬂl not gome-close to produemg enough funds te solve the mfrastructure problems.

: 'Yeur Faculty Representatwe wﬂl coerdmate actlwtles in your baﬂldmer The aetlvmes wﬂl

- )mclude '

» An eppertumty to vote absentee: by maﬂ or at an absentee satelhte lecatlon
> An effort t¢ determine yard sign locatioris and distribute them the week-end of November 6
‘ > An effort to. call members whe have net voted absentee : -

‘Resea:rch tells us that parents and school supporters rely most on teacher oplmens whenw
consxdermg school issues. We can haveahuge lmpact on thls campalgn .

You may want fo ﬁna;nmally sunport the tax measure by contnbutlng Make ‘the check payable to "
Schools First and send to Schools FII'St Park Fair Mall 160 E. Euclid, Sulte 101, Des Moines, Towa
50313 o

Absentee voting is easy and secret.

Heré are the steps: . oL .

1. .Your FR will distribute posteards This postcard requests that a ballot be sent to your school or
home addréss by the County Elections office.

2. You will then reeeive a ballot. Fill it out, seal it, and we ask that you return it to the FR or mall"
it. Let your FR know when you have voted so they can check your name off of the list. Then
you will not receive a call later in the campaign. Satellite polling places will also be available -
later for those that don't use the mail ballot. These are usually located in schools or public
libraries.

3. Of course, you ean vote the old- fashloned way by gomg to your voting place on November 23rd.

oY
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| Questions and Ans‘}vers

How much revenue ‘would be genemted 7 : :
- The local sales tax for schools is expected to generate more e than'$56 mllhon in 1ts ﬁrst year and all of"

these dollars will be distributed dtrectly to school dlstncts serv1ces Polk County re51dents spemﬁcaily o

. for bmldxng constmctlon and. repa1r needs.

‘What can the school dtstrlcts do with tkese ﬁmd[s*?

By law, these funds can be spent ‘only on.the construction or lmprovement of school bulldmgs or o -
?'repa‘y debt incurred for that purpose. They cannot be used for salanes beneﬁts, or other programs and
expenses See Iowa Code seotlon 422 E. 1(3) ' .

- Howis ﬂzls better than tradlttonal bond—lssue f nanemg”

‘Passmg a bond 1 issue Would place | new burdens on your property taxes Also a bond 1ssue reqmres -
' substantial irterest payments. The’ local ‘sales tax for schools allows schools dlstncts to make C
1mpr0vements ona pay-as—you—go baszs savmg taxpayer dollars o -

| How Iong weutd this temain in ej‘fect? o :

" As your batlot itself states, this will remain 113 effect ten years After ten years, _thls can onIy be extended o

if a maj onty votes in favor of it. The coumty. Board of Supervasors the city-councils; and the school
boards can not extend thls On_J.y megorlty of Polk County Voters can ever- do that ) ' :

- What about state ﬁmdmg to meet these bml’dmg needs? : :

= Our 1eg1slat1ve Jeadership | has made it very clear that no'state dollars w1ll go te 1oca1 school dlstncts for
their local building rieeds. If the legrslature did pr0v1de state dollars to.our local schools, the amount

- avarlable for. Polk County after statew1de dlstnbutron would not be nearIy enough to take care: of ail of

Lo our needs

What about Prairie Meadows money ? C : L :

Prame Meadows own projections. show total drrect oommumty ehantable contr1but10ns of only $4 5

: mrlhon per yéar. Even if all of these’ dollars were earmarked spemﬁeally for. sehools they woitld not
satlsfy the urgent bulldmg and reconstructlon needs i1 our local school d1strlets o
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Member to Member | 3

: Shirley Daniels, "My mentoi Mary McLeod Bethune said it best - "I leave you, finally, a
‘ ‘ - responsibility to our young people.” Qur students deserve the best posszble :
education in safe environments. Let's Jix-our school buzldmgs’ Vote YES for the
- Local Option Sales Tax. Ir is our responszbzlzty 10 take care of our greatest '
resource - our ch:ia’ren

. Pat Papenheim, “I ' would urge you to vote yes for the one-cent sales tax for Polk Coumy What

Hiait will be gained if Des Moines School district employees vote no? Des Moines

schools have been my "life” for years as it has for many of you.
Yote yes for the future of kids in Des Momes "o

Jim Patch, - . "Iwill spend 5 to 10 hours makmg phorie calls and door knockzng, I hope every
Central Campus =~ other teacher would do that too.” .



